











There are 18 individual regional seas programmes in the following regions: The Wider Caribbean, East Asian Seas,
Eastern Africa, Mediterranean, North-West Pacific, Western Africa, Black Sea, North-East Pacific, Red Sea and
Gulfof Aden, ROPME Sea Area (Persian Gulf and Oman Sea Area), South Asian Seas, South-East Pacific, Pacific,

Arctic, Antarctic, Baltic Sea, Caspian Sea, North-East Atlantic.

provided aregional cooperation
Jframework that mobilises countries to
address transboundary issues
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José Maria Figueres
David Miliband:
Reckoning on the
high seas

Oceans need collective action to reverse decline.

Trevor Manuel

José Maria
Figueres

David Miliband

Co-chairs,
The Global Ocean

Commission

he global ocean faces multiple threats and is suffering
T alarming ecosystem decline. Science informs us that
the pressure on it is predominantly human inflicted. It is our
collective responsibility to act now, and decisively reverse this
condition. Failure to do so would be an unforgivable betrayal.

The Global Ocean Commission, an independent initiative,
aims to turn the tide by reversing the cycle of declining ocean
health, boosting its resilience and moving towards a cycle of
recovery. Leading marine experts have helped us identify the
most important drivers of ocean decline, and together we have
devised an ambitious, yet practical, package of targeted proposals
to deliver restoration. They will require strong commitments
and partnerships among governments, civil society, the private
sector and science.

‘We must all grasp both the ocean’s immense importance and
value to humanity, and the huge pressures it faces. We have
already come a long way. It is no longer the forgotten link in
global discussions and the public is increasingly aware that it
is vital for our planet’s life cycles. We now need to build on this

progress as the ocean, and particularly its high seas, remains
chronically undervalued and neglected. Everyone must come to
know that the ocean produces half the oxygen we breathe; that
it shields us from the impacts of climate change by absorbing
90 per cent of the extra heat we generate; and that it provides
food and jobs for tens of millions of the world’s poorest people.

It must also be known that we continue to strip the ocean of
its living resources. Ninety per cent of large predatory fish are
already gone. Our carbon emissions are causing unprecedented
rates of ocean acidification and warming. And governance and
regulatory systems are way behind what science tells us is
needed, and are failing to manage this great global commons
sustainably and equitably.

As aresult, wild-west-style lawlessness extends over the high seas,
which cover no less than 45 per cent of the surface of the planet.
The beneficiaries are the very few states and businesses with the
capacity — mainly thanks to subsidies — to exploit resources that
should be the common heritage of humankind. The victims are
the poor, whose fish stocks dwindle and who are excluded from
the global race to access the fish, minerals, energy sources and
genetic materials that the high seas can yield.

We will all be victims if we do not combat the drivers of ocean
decline: rising demand for resources, including fish, minerals
and energy; technological advances that enable their extraction
over wider and deeper areas; declining fish stocks caused by
overcapacity and illegal fishing; loss of biodiversity and habitat
due to climate change, destructive fishing and pollution; and
weak, fragmented and poorly implemented high-seas governance.

A continuing inability to manage the ocean justly and responsibly
is one of the great failures of contemporary international
governance. Rectifying it, however, could stand as one of the
great achievements of our modern age.



Realising this, is giving rise to an inspiring growing global
consensus on the need for change. At the Rio+20 summit, states
committed “to address, on an urgent basis, the issue of the
conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity
of areas beyond national jurisdiction including by taking a
decision on the development of an international instrument
under UNCLOS (the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea)”.

The Global Ocean Commission - like a growing majority of
countries - actively advocates negotiating an implementing
agreement under UNCLOS that allows the designation of high
seas Marine Protected Areas (MPAs), agrees to common targets,
and establishes mechanisms to advance implementation and
compliance, including through prior environmental assessment.
This is necessary if the convention is to change from being a
20th century device, no longer fit for purpose, into a universal
legislative framework for the whole ocean that can deal with

new and emerging pressures.

The well-signposted dangers
accumulating beneath the waves
need to be brought to the surface.

Wild-west-style

lawlessness extends over

the high seas, which cover
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surface of the planet.

Proven steps can be taken to reverse current trends in fisheries
and restore stocks to levels where they would produce even more
to feed a growing population. The Commission proposes the
logical step of insisting that mandatory International Maritime
Organization numbers and tracking - already required for
merchant vessels - are extended to all fishing vessels in the high
seas longer than 24 metres or heavier than 100 gross tonnes.
This would help close the market for illegal fishing.
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The Commission is also demanding a stand-alone Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG) for the ocean within the Post-2015 UN
Sustainable Development Agenda, thus confirming that its health
is a top global priority. We recommend that this incorporates
clear targets and indicators aimed at sustainable fishing, MPAs,
reducing biodiversity loss and eliminating plastics pollution.
Since the livelihoods of over 3 billion people are estimated to
depend on marine and coastal biodiversity, there can be no
question that the ocean deserves the visibility and resources
that a dedicated SDG will bring.

The Commission also recognizes the importance of the “blue
economy” to the sustainability of the high seas and calls on
all countries both to accelerate progress on ocean governance
by working within the United Nations system and to develop
capacity for ocean states to engage more robustly with the
national, regional and global ocean governance processes - all
of which affect the value derived from the ocean.

These are just a sample of the actions in the Global Ocean
Commission’s rescue package for the high seas. They should be
supported by a new independent Global Ocean Accountability
Board to benchmark progress and maintain pressure.

Itis reckoning time. The well-signposted dangers accumulating
beneath the waves need to be brought to the surface. There is
a unique opportunity for change, through near-simultaneous
negotiations on the proposed UNCLOS implementing agreement,
the post-2015 UN goals, and the next generation of climate change
commitments to be agreed in December 2015. It must not be missed!
If we continue to plunder the high seas, there will be an inevitable
“tragedy of the commons”, a degraded, unproductive ocean. This
is not an option. We need a healthy ocean if humanity is to survive
and we now have the capacity to secure it on our watch. A
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Mary Robinson:
Opening a world of
opportunity

The role of climate justice in protecting

the planet and alleviating poverty.

Mary Robinson

President of the
Mary Robinson
Foundation - Climate
Justice

he United Nations Environment Assembly is a

welcome addition to the calendar of key events that
will help shape the international agreements on global
development and climate over the next 18 months. It brings
the environment to centre stage, breaking new ground in
its aim of allowing environmental issues to have a similar
status to those of peace, security, finance, health and trade.
With representatives from 193 UN member states and
major groups participating, it provides an opportunity for a
truly open and inclusive dialogue on the steps needed to set
equitable and ambitious targets and agreements in the Post-
2015 Development Agenda, while remaining cognisant of
the work of the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change-facilitated climate negotiations.

Halving poverty rates over the last 14 years, as set out in the
Millennium Development Goals, is a significant acheivement.
But 1.2 billion people still live in extreme poverty. Over the
coming decades, the number of the world’s inhabitants
is set to escalate rapidly, reaching nine billion by 2050. A
continuation of the current “business as usual” approach
would lead to these nine billion people living in a world which
couldbe 4°Cwarmer than pre-industrial levels — aworld beset

with increasing extremes of temperature, heat waves, rainfall
and drought.

Climate change is already undermining the right to
development for the poorest and most vulnerable countries
and communities. World Bank President, Dr Jim Yong
Kim, has warned that a lack of action on this global crisis
“threatens toroll back decades of sustainable development”.
The Fifth Assessment Report of Working Group II of
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change also
highlights the poverty risks associated with future climate
change - outlining those associated with warmer and
wetter conditions in Africa, increasing floods and droughts
destroying essential crops in Asia, and existing resources
for the poorest in urban areas being stretched to capacity by
unpredictable weather shocks.

As President of the Mary Robinson Foundation - Climate
Justice, I have advocated making climate change a core
component of sustainable development in the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). Next year provides the global
community with a unique opportunity to act with the
required equity, ambition and urgency on climate and
development issues, with deadlines set for both the Post-
2015 Development Agenda, which includes the SDGs, and
the climate negotiations process in Paris in December.

The world needs these international processes because, now
more than ever, transformational leadership and action is
required and they provide the means to set clear strategies.
The Fifth Assessment Report highlights the devastating
impactsclimate changewillhave on peopleinanincreasingly



Ignoring climate
change is no longer

an option. Instead, the
United Nations
Environment Assembly
can signal that we are
determined to set a
course for a safe

world of sustainable
development.

warming world — impacts that can only be averted if such
action is taken. The climate summit in September provides
an opportunity for both governments and the private sector
toraise the level of ambition and human solidarity so that we
can change the narrative on climate change to one of shared
opportunity in working towards a carbon-neutral future.

The processes of the Post-2015 Development Agenda and
climate negotiations set an overall framework for global
environmental governance through their inextricable links
and shared objectives. The climate convention was created
by the Rio Declaration in 1992 and the SDGs were born out of
Rio+20. They share a heritage and a purpose, although their
roles are different. While the climate change convention
has the task of agreeing a legally binding international
agreement to limit carbon emissions and avoid dangerous
climate change, the Post-2015 Development Agenda has the
broader remit of creating a framework of operations for the
complex sustainable development challenges that need to
be addressed at international and national level. The United
Nations Environment Assembly can provide the governance
structure that helps to align these two processes to good
effect.

Climate Justice can inform these processes through
acknowledging the links between climate change, equity
and sustainable development - links that are made in the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s Working
Group IIT Fifth Assessment Report, which states, “the
climate threat constrains possible development paths,
and sufficiently disruptive climate change could preclude
any prospect for a sustainable future” therefore, “a stable
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climate is one component of sustainable development”
and, “there are synergies and trade-offs between climate
responses and broader sustainable development goals,
because some climate responses generate co-benefits for
human and economic development, while others can have
adverse side-effects and generate risks”.

Climate Justice links human rights and development to
achieve a human-centred approach, safeguarding the rights
of the most vulnerable and sharing the burdens and benefits
of climate change and its resolution equitably and fairly.

Climate change is a threat, but responding to it opens up
a world of opportunity. The transition we need to make
towards a carbon-neutral world will provide jobs, a healthier
planet, greater well-being and if we do it properly, greater
equality. But we need leadership at the political level to put
in place an international framework that enables us to make
the transition rapidly, effectively and for the benefit of all.

Ignoring climate change is no longer an option. Instead, the
United Nations Environment Assembly can signal that we
are determined to set a course for a safe world of sustainable
development. We owe our grandchildren and great-grand
children this opportunity. We owe it to them to act. A

1.2 billion people still
live in extreme poverty.



Carlos Lépez:
Powering Africa’s
industrialization and
agricultural revolution
with renewable energies

Africa’s economic growth requires development of

plentiful renewable energy sources.

Carlos Lépez

Executive Secretary,
Economic Commission
for Africa

frica remains one of the most vulnerable continents to
A climate change, and its level of economic development and
low adaptive capacity compounds this situation. The current
dynamic growth of the continent is mostly accredited to increased
commodity prices, and a surge in investment and domestic
demand. Now the time has come for structural transformation,
particularly industrialization.

Industrialization is closely linked to energy since construction and
manufacturing are energy intensive. Currently, the continent’s
1 billion citizens account for only 4 per cent of the total global
energy consumption while representing 15 per cent of the
world’s population; however, by 2035 that energy consumption is
projected to increase by 93 per cent. According to the 2013 World
Energy Outlook, about 600 million Africans live without access
to electricity; and in rural sub-Saharan Africa, the electrification
rate is only 19 per cent. If current energy demands are not met,
Africa’s aspirations will be a pipe dream.

Although Africa has abundant fossil fuels, industrialization based

on fossil fuels is harmful to the environment and aggravates

climate change. The dilemma facing African countries is to
industrialize while avoiding technologies that will increase global
warming. A new set of business opportunities can be explored
to avoid the risks of current trends while positioning Africa into

the future.

Africahas renewable energy potential to produce clean energy to meet
its growing needs and allow for development and industrialization.
The continent’s hydropower capacity of 1852TWh per year can
satisfy its needs through power pooling and cross-border power
trade. Africa has an average uniform 325 days of bright sunlight per
year, receiving 2,000 kilowatt hours per square metre per year. The
wind and wave power potential along the west coast exceeds 3,750
kilowatt hours. Significant geothermal potential in the Eastern Rift
Valley stretches to about 3,700 miles in length, with a potential in
Kenya alone estimated at 10,000 megawatts.

Yet, in spite of this huge potential, the African continent loses
2-3 per cent of its GDP due to the lack of reliable energy sources.
Nigeria is a good illustration as it loses at least 2 per cent of its
GDP growth annually due to a deficit infrastructure. Indeed, some
energy-rich countries have had challenges in meeting their needs.
Nigeria should be able to generate more than 4,000 megawatts of
energy for its 170 million people, when gas flaring has been going
for 50 years at a cost of about $2 billion to $3 billion every year.

Africa cannot escape the obligation of developing these huge
sources of hydro, solar and wind power and geothermal energy.
Countries should move towards efficient utilization of biomass to
produce clean energy that will insulate people and economies from
climate related shocks and stress. By investing in the long-term
energy solutions of cleaner technologies, mini-grids or stand-alone
off-grid installations in local or rural areas that are cost effective,
African countries can significantly benefit in the longer term,
while avoiding problems developed nations are currently facing.



Equally, investing in renewable energy could lead to increased
production in agriculture as well as the creation of new and
better jobs. Industrialization in the agricultural sector is key to
Africa’s transformation since agriculture employs the majority of
Africa’s work force. In the absence of modern energy systems, the
continent experiences significant post-harvest losses and does not
have adequate transport and distribution infrastructure to allow
smallholder farmers to maximize returns on their investments.
Climate change will continue to affect all four elements of food
security, i.e., food availability, food access (physical and economic),
food consumption, and stability.

Renewable energy has the potential for agribusiness to embrace
small- and medium-scale entrepreneurs. Through the deployment
of solar and biomass-based technologies, clean energy can
propel the agricultural value chain. The use of solar energy low-
heat/drying applications, wood- and domestic waste-produced
electricity and other energy forms have the potential to make
agricultural productivity more affordable and accessible, as well
as optimize productivity.

With increased numbers of SMEs involved across the agricultural
value chain, the pace of rural transformation can be hastened
through job creation, thus improving rural incomes, raising
agricultural productivity through irrigation and improved

Africa has renewable energy
potential to produce clean energy
to meet its growing needs and
allow for development.

About
Africans live without

access to electricity.

Africa has an average
uniform days of

bright sunlight, receiving
2,000kwh of energy per

square metre per year.

The African continent
of its GDP

due to the lack of reliable

loses to

energy sources.

technologies and eventually ensuring food security. The rate
of expansion of agriculture into new areas will be reduced as
productivity increases per unit area thus reducing the rates of
deforestation and greenhouse gas emissions.

For more than 20 years Africa has been dubbed the “hungry
continent”, with the Horn of Africa facing severe droughts for
the past 60 years, affecting more than 13 million people. It is
evident that the transformation of Africa would be contingent on
astable agricultural base and an industrial agricultural pathway.

Africa’s rapid urbanization could rest on a stronger foundation
if smallholder farmers could maximize their growth potential
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and use agricultural trade as an opportunity to feed the markets.
Africa’s fast-growing population, set to reach 2 billion by 2050,
means that agricultural yields have to significantly grow. Current
productivity, at an average of 1.5 tonnes per hectare, is the lowest
in the world.

Exploring the frontiers between energy and agriculture will be
an important contribution towards transformation since energy
access is not only a problem in itself, but also an obstacle in
addressing the food crisis on the continent.

The transition to renewable energy development needs to take
into account problems related to limited finance, inappropriate
technologies, limited human skills and dysfunctional policies.
The question is not whether Africa can adopt such a pathway;
the question is whether Africa is ready.

Most existing energy policies in numerous countries suggest that
the current policies are unable to accelerate the development
of renewable energy resources. There is a need for countries to
establish investor-friendly policies, which would provide a level
playing field for potential investors. For example, this would mean
phasing out subsidies to fossil fuels and addressing perceived risks
and sustainability of investments. In addition, the rationalization
of electricity tariffs towards phasing out fossil fuel subsidies and
introducing peak-load pricing would assist in accelerating the
exploitation of renewable energy resources.

Africa’s path towards industrialization offers the world a unique
possibility to re-look at value chains with climate change in
mind. Industrial production closer to where the commodities
are reduces CO2 emissions. Starting new industries allows for
cleaner technological platforms. Inclusive policies reduce poverty
and promote better consumption patterns. Renewable energy
promotes green options. All of the above are in Africa’s favour if
and when the opportunities are seized. A
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Weizsacker:

Sustaining our
resources — by

choice or by chance?

The world ignores the warning of

science at its peril.

Ashok Khosla

Co-chatir, International
Resource Panel

Ernst Ulrich von
Weizsiacker

Co-chair, International
Resource Panel

nce again, alas, the time is out of joint. Severely out of
Ojoint. Worse, this is no longer just an insight of a great
bard regarding the political situation of a small medieval
kingdom. It is a millennial, global reality confirmed by a
wide range of evidence from whole armies of the world’s best
scientists.

Prince Hamlet’s indecision led to the destruction of a royal
family. If today’s leaders do not heed the warnings of science,
civilization - even life on Earth - could be at stake.

The planetary sickness confronting us today results from
the massive imbalance between the rapidly growing pres-
sures and demands of our economies and the ability of our
fragile and finite resource base to satisfy these. On virtually
every front, the symptoms are clear - and many represent
societal and economic diseases that are a direct threat to our
life-support systems.

The spectacular improvements in our lives over the past two
hundred years have not come without cost. Close to one half
of humanity lives outside the mainstream economy. Few

societies today have escaped the widespread scourges of
growing pollution; waste accumulation; rapid, dysfunctional
urbanization; social alienation; drugs; terrorist threats and
general insecurity. Dozens of species become extinct each
day and our actions may well lead within a human lifetime to
adeadly change in the global climate.

There is growing evidence that the production systems and
consumption patterns of our economies cannot be sustained
for much longer. Rampant unemployment with accelerating
inflation; rising costs and growing scarcity of basic needs such
as energy, water and materials; declining crops; wildly fluctu-
ating food prices and widespread hunger - these are the flip
sides of many “successful” economies today, no less in many
industrialized countries of the North than in the low-income
nationsin the South.

Among all these global issues, the sustainable management
ofnatural resources is now widely recognized as being among
those needing the highest and most urgent attention. Given
our very limited resource endowment, the global economy
can only flourish and continue to bring benefits to every-
one on the planet, now and in the future, if we substantially
change the way we consume our resources and manage our
wastes, choose our technologies and production systems,
design our institutions and relate to nature.

While societies, quite rightly, pursue policies and actions to
improve the lives and well-being of their citizens, they will
have to adopt approaches that “decouple” the rate at which
we use environmental resources from the rate at which we
improve human well-being. In doing so, they will also have to
give full attention to the issues of growing depletion and scar-
city, equitable access, security of availability, environmental
impacts, technologies for recycling and reuse, opportunities
for substitution and others, which can ensure the sustain-
ability of the resource for use by future generations.



Cutting down on today’s profligate consumption of material
products and thus reducing the need for natural resources in
day-to-daylife should now certainly be the highest priority of
all - for decision makers and the public. This does not mean
that we have to goback tothe Stone Age. An average Swiss cit-
izen is emitting three times less CO2 and using substantially
lower quantities of material than an average American, and
yet Switzerland’s GDP per capita and quality of life is no less
than that of the US.

There is, however, a universal tendency to resist change in
lifestyles, so other options are even more urgently needed:
reducing the waste in our production systems - in industry,
in agriculture, in transport and in energy delivery — options
thatare not substitutes for reducing what consumers use but
complementit.

Systemic failures, such as sudden changes in climate, accel-
erated loss of biodiversity and rapid growth of poverty and
population can only be solved by systemic solutions that
address the deeper, underlying causes of these failures. Only
thus can they be solved together; where possible, to get max-
imum all-round benefits at least cost; when necessary, to
minimize the likelihood of ameliorating one while worsening
the others. And as many of them are global, they often need a
response at the international level.

Over the four decades that have elapsed since the United
Nations Conference on the Human Environment took place
in Stockholm in 1972, numerous global summits and major
conferences have taken place, each trying to find technical,
financial and political solutions to such issues as new ones
seem to mushroom out on the international community year
by year. It is to the credit of national governments that they

have made some attempt to address these issuesin successive

negotiating processes. However, the lack of success, overall,
suggests that there is a need for rethinking and redesigning
these processes to deal with the complexity of the problems
and to design effective solutions to these.

The key lies in gathering the highest-quality scientific
knowledge and applying it at the policy and action level. An
effective mechanism for achieving this is to establish plat-
forms for scientists, governments, business and civil society
to work closely together in identifying emerging issues and
designing widely acceptable, policy-relevant responses.
The International Panel on Climate Change and the
Intergovernmental Platform for Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Services are two such platforms.

It is in this context that the International Resource Panel
(IRP) was set up in 2007 by the United Nations Environment
Programme. Its mandate is to evolve a deeper understand-
ing of the role played by natural resources in the economy
and to find ways to decouple the growth in their use from
rising economic prosperity. The IRP is unusual in that it
not only identifies emerging problems and analyses these
but also tries to propose sustainable solutions to them. The
panel itself consists of some 35 experts on resource issues.
Itis guided by a steering committee comprising representa-
tives of governments, international agencies and global civil
society and serviced by a secretariat provided by UNEP. For
each topic selected by the panel and steering committee, a
working group that includes non-panel members is set up to
prepare an in-depth report, which is then subjected to a rig-
orous peer-review process and published widely.

The topics covered by the panel so far include decoupling,
biofuels, metals, environmental impacts of products, cities,
water, land and soils. The pipeline of reports to be issued in
the coming year includes the resource issues in greenhouse
gas mitigation technologies, REDD+, environmental impacts
embodied in trade, and food systems.



Innovation 03

Making trash
a home

Gregory uses what he collects
to build small, one-room

shelters for the homeless.

Artist Gregory Kloehn trawls through illegally dumped trash, but not for
the reason that most people would think. He isn’t homeless. In fact, he
is trying to help the homeless of Oakland, California and develop his
craft at the same time. Instead of building sculptures that he would
sell to rich people, he decided to focus his efforts on helping house
the homeless population in California.

He uses what he collects to build small, one-room shelters for the
homeless. The “little homeless homes” are about the size of a sofa.
Each of the homes is built with a pitched roof, so rain will run right
off of them. They also have wheels- so their owners will be able
to wheel them around if they need to. He’s thought about starting
classes, teaching others how to make them. “A lot of people who hear
about what I’'m doing want to get involved,” he said. “Maybe we meet
someplace and put a couple homes together.”
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UNEP
Goodwill
Ambassadors

Committed environmentalists play an

important role in highlighting global

issues and campaigns.

56
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Bingbing

one of China’s most popular
actresses, is well known for her achievements
both on and off the screen. Throughout her
life, Li has been involved in charitable efforts
where she can “practice what she preaches”
and promote the need to lead a responsible
life. Although Li’s philanthropic efforts
have included various causes, activities and

beneficiaries over the years, she focuses on

Gisele

Biindchen

Gisele Biindchen, among the world’s top
supermodels, is recognized for her long-
standing and passionate commitment to the
environment. During her unprecedented
modelling career, Gisele has been the face of
countless global campaigns including: Apple
Inc., Christian Dior, Dolce & Gabana, Louis
Vuitton, Nivea, Givenchy, Versace, Victoria’s
Secret and Ralph Lauren. She is one of the
most well-known models in the world, having

carbon emissions reduction and environmental

protection.

On account of her widespread fame, Li’s calls
to action have received tremendous support
from the public. She has demonstrated personal
environmental commitment through her
L.OV.E Green movement, which promotes an
environmentally friendly, low-carbon lifestyle
among her fans in China.

In addition to her own personal efforts, Li
has partnered with numerous corporations
to create change and make a positive
environmental impact in China. She recently
worked with Shenzhen Development Bank to
promote anew line of environmentally friendly
credit cards. She worked with Timberland Co.
to unveil the “Green Great Wall”, which aims

appeared multiple times on covers and in
editorials of many magazines. With a truly global
reach, Gisele uses her fame to bring awareness
about protecting the planet to people across
continents and from all walks of life.

While growing up in Brazil, Gisele witnessed
the beauty of nature, as well as the destruction
of forests and its affect on the surrounding
communities. Her involvement with socio-
environmental causes began years ago when
she spent time with an Indian tribe on the Xingu
River in the Amazon Rainforest. During her
visit, Gisele witnessed the problems faced by the
tribe due to water pollution and deforestation.

From fashion to fanfare, Gisele finds a way to
share her environmental passion in various
aspects of her life. Aside from having designed
a footwear line to raise awareness, she had a

to plant at least two million trees in Northern
China over a 10-year period. In 2008, she
secured corporate donations and raised nearly
$3 million for those in the earthquake-stricken
areas of the Sichuan Province. A graduate of
the Shanghai Drama Institute, Li Bingbing
made her film debut in 1999 with the movie,
Seventeen Years. In 2005, she starred in the
romantic comedy film Waiting Alone, which
received three Chinese Academy Award
nominations, including Best Picture and
Best Actress.

Last year, she visited Kenya to highlight the
threat to elephants posed by a surge in ivory
poaching and is at the head of efforts in her
country to stem the demand. “It may surprise
people to learn that one elephant is killed every
15 minutes for its ivory,” she says.

“green” blog with the aim of “reflecting on
socio-environmental issues that we can do
something about”. Gisele had also launched a
cartoon called “Gisele and the Green Team” to
inspire girls to be environmentally responsible.
In May 2009, she hit the red carpet to co-host
the Rainforest Alliance’s annual gala to honour
leaders in sustainability and in 2014 she became
aboard member of the institution.

Gisele was designated a goodwill ambassador for
the United Nations Environment Programme
in 2009 and since then she has been helping the
UN to call attention to environmental issues.
In her role as a goodwill ambassador, she has
been the face of anumber of UN campaigns, and
undertaken field missions in Brazil and Kenya.



Don
Cheadle

USA

an award-winning American
actor, rose to prominence in the late 1990s
and the early 2000s for his supporting roles in
the Steven Soderbergh-directed films Out of
Sight, Traffic, and global blockbuster, Ocean'’s
Eleven. In 2004, his lead role as Rwandan hotel

Somerhalder

Ian Somerhalder is an actor and
environmentalist best known for his work
in the Warner Brothers international hit
TV Series The Vampire Diaries and the ABC
critically acclaimed drama Lost. Ian has
been supporting environmental causes for
many years and, in 2010, launched the Ian
Somerhalder Foundation.

Yaya
Touré

Cote d'Ivoire

commonly known as
Yaya Touré, is an Ivorian international football
star who plays as a midfielder for Premier
English League club, Manchester City, and the
Cote d'Ivoire national team, The Elephants.

Touré is renowned for combining great vision,
passing ability and power with technique. He
began his playing career at Ivorian club ASEC
Mimosas (Cote d’Ivoire), where he made his

manager Paul Rusesabagina in the genocide
drama film Hotel Rwanda earned him an
Academy Award nomination for Best Actor. He
also starred in, and was one of the producers
of Crash, which won the 2005 Academy Award
for Best Picture.

Don was appointed a goodwill ambassador for
the United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) on 5 June 2010, World Environment
Day (WED). The designation was announced
in Volcanoes National Park in Rwanda during
the global WED 2010 celebrations, where he
took part in the traditional Kwita Izina gorilla-
naming ceremony. The renowned actor’s trip
to Rwanda was especially meaningful given

Growing up in rural Louisiana, Ian was steeped
in the magnificence of nature. So when the
oil from the Deepwater Horizon spill came
ashore in 2010, Ian - the son of a building
contractor and massage therapist in the
small town of Covington, which lies close to
coastal wetlands and marshes — was affected

particularly strongly.

“What I assimilated through that experience
stays with me every single day,” he told Our
Planet. “I remember my feet planted into
the ground as I surveyed the earth around
me witnessing the unthinkable devastation
caused by the spill, when it hit me: I was
overcome with vulnerability. Everywhere
around me echoed a sense of helplessness —
from the creatures suffocating to the families
drowning in debt and looking into their

debut aged 18. He was voted African Footballer
of the Year for 2011 and 2012.

When he is not in the field, Touré has an interest
in social and environmental activities. He is
supporting several youth associations and is
involved in the protection of the forest in his
country of origin.

"I became a UNEP goodwill ambassador to
spread the message that poaching — and other
forms of wildlife crime - is not only a betrayal
of our responsibility to safeguard threatened
species, but a serious threat to the security,
political stability, economy, natural resources
and cultural heritage of many countries,”
he said.

In 2007, Touré moved to Barcelona, playing
over 100 matches for the club, and was part of
the historic 2009 Barcelona team that won six

his ties to the country through his role in
Hotel Rwanda.

He said, "I would love it if we were able to live in
aworld that is in harmony with its environment.
But it is money over people, money over
environment, money over everything. We
need to educate people on the environment
and draw clear connections now - it is not
disparate pieces, it really is a chain of life. We
have to connect the dots.”

To take individual action where he can, Cheadle
owns a solar home, uses filtered versus bottled
water and drives a hybrid automobile.

future with despair. I knew right then that
I never wanted to feel this sense of absolute

vulnerability again.”

The Ian Somerhalder Foundation makes
up a large part of Ian’s philanthropic work,
distributing funds and resources towards global
environmental conservation, green energy
development, deployment and educational
tools. It also aims to create awareness about
deforestation and supports efforts to end

animal cruelty.

Tan’s most recent environmental project is the
ground-breaking climate change documentary
series, Years of Living Dangerously, produced
by Titanic director, James Cameron. The series
sends Ian and other celebrity correspondents
to report on real-life stories of climate change
from around the world.

trophies, including the Champions’ League,
in one calendar year. Touré then moved to
Manchester City in 2010.

Touré has a distinguished international career
with 74 caps for Cote d’'Ivoire, representing
the team in their first appearance in a FIFA
World Cup in the 2006 competition, and in
2010. His key strengths are his passing and
shooting ability. He is known for immense
physical presence, which is often combined
with lung-bursting runs from midfield, and
has consequently been referred to as a "human
train” and a "colossus” by various pundits.



How UNEA differs from
the Governing Council/Global
Ministerial Environment Forum

Al1 193 countries of the UN plus other interested 58 UN countries formed
countries and organizations form UNEA the Governing Council

UNEA meets every second year The Governing Council met every year

Decisions are taken about UNEA’s Ministers met during the
policies by ministers at the Governing Council
end of every UNEA meeting annual meetings

The UNEA Bureau comprises more members The Governing Council Bureau
10 members, two from each UN geographic region comprised’ 5 members

Participants should have more say Purpose of the two-day meeting for ministers
in the environmental policies
and decisions that UNEA takes than they In addition to ministers’ responsibilities in the Governing
did with the Governing Council Council meetings, the UNEA meetings allow them to:

1. Provide policy guidance and responses to new environmental issues.
2. Set the global environmental agenda.
Additional annual meetings 3. Look at how to improve policies through discussion and exchange of ideas.
4. Organise discussions on environmental issues between concerned groups.

Representatives of governments will 5. Assist partnerships to develop that will help to achieve environmental goals.

meet with UNEP to review UNEP’s progress and
plans before giving them to UNEA for approval




